510                 DEBATE ON SPIHITUOUS LIQUORS,         [FEB. 23.

third time on the day following, and that the lords should
be summoned to attend.

On the next day, the house, according to the order, met,
and another debate ensued, which was begun by lord
HE-RVEY, who spoke in substance as follows:]

My lords, the tendency of the bill/ which we are now to
approve or reject, is so apparently destructive to the ends
of government, so apparently dangerous to publick happi-
ness, and so contrary to the institutions of the most cele-
brated lawgivers, and the policy of the most flourishing
nations, that I still continue to think it my duty to struggle
against it.

Almost every legislator of the world, my lords, from
whatever original he derived his authority, has exerted it
in the prohibition "of such foods as tended to injure the
health, and destroy the vigour of the people for whom he
designed his institutions.

The great instructer of the jews, who delivered his laws
by divine authority, prohibited the use of swine's flesh, for
no other cause, so far as human reason is able to discover,
than that it corrupted the blood, and produced loathsome
diseases and maladies which descended to posterity; and,
therefore, in prohibiting, after this example, the use of li-
quors which produce the sarnie effects, we shall follow the
authority of the great governour of the universe.

The author of another religion, a religion founded, in-
deed, on superstition and credulity, but which prevails
over a very great part of the earth, has laid his followers
under restraints still more severe; he has forbidden them
to dispel their cares, or exalt their pleasures, with wine,
has banished from their banquets that useful opponent of
troublesome reflection, and doomed all those who receive
his law, not to sobriety only, but to abstinence.

The authority of this roan, my lords, cannot indeed be
urged as unexceptionable <aod decisive; but the reception
of his imposture shows at least, that he was not unac-
quainted with hurnaji nature, and that be knew how to
adapt his forgeries to the nations among which he vented
them; nor can it be denied, but the prohibition of wine